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What Do the Seven Stars and Seven 
Lampstands Represent in Revelation? 


Sixbert SANGWA + May 21, 2024 


In the book of Revelation, the apostle John receives a profound vision featuring both seven stars and seven 
golden candlesticks, or lampstands. Understanding these symbols and their significance is crucial for 


interpreting the early chapters of Revelation. 


The Seven Stars 


In Revelation 1:16, John describes Jesus holding seven stars in His right hand. Jesus later explains, "The seven 
stars are the angels of the seven churches" (Revelation 1:20). The term "angel" means "messenger,' leading to 
interpretations that these could be either heavenly beings or human leaders, such as pastors or bishops, of the 
seven churches in Asia Minor. These churches are addressed directly in Revelation 2—3, with specific 
messages tailored to their spiritual conditions. The stars in Jesus’ right hand symbolize His authority and 


protection over these church leaders, reflecting the significance of their role in guiding the congregations. 


The Seven Candlesticks/Lampstands 


In Revelation 1:12—13, John sees Jesus standing among seven golden lampstands. Jesus explains, "The seven 
lampstands are the seven churches" (Revelation 1:20). These churches were real congregations in seven cities 
of western Asia Minor: Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea. The 
messages to these churches comprise what Jesus describes as the “what is now” section of Revelation 


(Revelation 1:19). 


Symbolism and Interpretation 


The seven candlesticks represent the churches themselves, not merely as local congregations but as 
embodying the entire church of Jesus Christ. The number seven often symbolizes completeness or wholeness 
in Scripture, Suggesting that these churches collectively represent the universal church throughout history. 
Some scholars view these candlesticks as indicative of different periods in church history, from the apostolic 


age to the present day. 


The lampstands are made of gold, the most precious of metals, symbolizing the church’s value and purity. The 
church is called to reflect God’s holiness (1 Peter 1:15—16) and to shine His light in the darkness. Jesus 
emphasizes this in Matthew 5:14—16, where He calls His followers the "/ight of the world" and urges them to let 
their light shine before others. A church that fails in this mission risks having its lampstand removed, losing its 


opportunity to witness for Christ (Revelation 2:5). 


Christ Among the Lampstands 


In John's vision, Jesus stands in the midst of the lampstands, signifying His continual presence with His people. 
While the lampstands are not the light themselves, they bear the light, which is Jesus Christ (John 8:12). The 
church’s mission is to hold forth this light to the world, as highlighted in Philippians 2:15—16. 


Conclusion 


The seven stars and seven candlesticks in Revelation illustrate profound truths about the church and its 

leaders. The stars represent the messengers or pastors held securely in Christ’s right hand, emphasizing their 
importance and divine protection. The golden lampstands symbolize the churches, called to shine brightly in a 
dark world, reflecting the purity and holiness of God. Together, these symbols underscore the church’s mission 


to be a beacon of light and hope in a world in need of the gospel. 


Related Articles 
¢ What Does the Bible Say About Gog and Magog? 
e What Are the Seven Heads of the Beast in Revelation? 


¢ What Do the Seven Churches in Revelation Represent? 


¢ What Does the Bible Say About the Revived Roman Empire? 


¢ What is the Significance of the "Little Horn" in the Book of Daniel? 


e Which is the Beast with the Fatal Wound in the Book of Revelation? 
¢ What is the Significance of the Little Book that John Eats in Revelation 10:9? 


Further Resources 


e Discover Online Ministry Opportunities at Open Christian Ministries (USA) 


e Pursue an Online Christian Degree from Open Christian University (USA) 
e Explore Christian Business Services from the Center for Faith and Work (Rwanda) 
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